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PSN CI. 30, I 


The aao up Phinbas, and executed Fude: 5 


ment and ſo the Plague was ſtayed. 
And that was counted unto Bim for Righte- 
Ps. unto all Generations Fil cer more. 


right, it is neceſſary to recollect the Hi- 


fraelites, in their Paſſage 
6 Canaan, continued for © 8 
3 time in the Borders of | Moab, they 


began to be corrupted with the Lr an 41 Jolizty 82 


of the Women of that Countrey. And theſe are Vices 


that have been frequently obſerved to be nearly allied 


to one another. In a juſt Senſe of the Heinouſneſs of 


theſe Sins, Moſes and the Body of the Iſraelites, who 
firmly adhered to the true God, thought it their 


Duty to humble themſelves before him, and lament 
the Diſobedience of their Brethren at the Door of the 
Tabernacle. In Defiance of this publick Humiliation, 


and even in the Sight of Moſes and all Iſrael, that 
moſt impudent A& = Lewdneſs was commitred by an 
Iſraclite with a Woman of Midian, (a Countrey ad- 
joyning to Moab, and confederate with that People ; 


ma Vrael Which is recorded at large in the xxvth 


[a | 2 =] N order to dern ES Words a- 


ſtorical Occaſion of them. When the 
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Chapter of Numbers, whither I refer you for Particu⸗ 


1 Upon this aſtoniſhing Sight, the holy Zeal of 


Phinehas, the Grandſon of Aaron, was fo. ſtrongly ex- 
cited, that he immediately aroſe from amongſt the 
Congregation, and executed ſpeedy Juſtice upon - thoſe 
Criminals, by killing them both together with his own 


Hand. For Moſes, by the expreſs Command of God, 


whoſe Anger was kindled agai inſt rad 
1. 18 + had given Orders to the Judges, that 
lb, bey ſhould ſlay thoſe Men that bad joyned 
them ſelves unto Baal-Peor ; that is, by partaking of 


the Feaſts on the 8 offered to that moſt im- 
muy Idol, and practiſing the ſame Proſtrations before 


In Cenſequence, therefore, of this Injun&ion of 
ae, his Su periour, Phine has ſeems to have. exerted 
his pious Zeal, as an Affiſtant of the Judges of 1/rac, 
if he were not a Judge himſelf, as he may well be 
ſuppoſed to have been, the Prieſts being commonly part 
of the Sanhedrim, and Executors of Givi Juſtice among 


| that People. But however that be, the nice Con- 


juncture of the Affairs of 1/7ae/ at that Time made 
the Expiation of ſo flagrant a Sin by the Death of 
the Offenders the more neceſſary. And the deep Senſe 
that Phinehas had of the injured Honour of God, and 
the Deſtruion of his People by the Plague, in Con- 
ſequence of their Revolt from him, very juſtly in- 
flamed his Heroical Zeal, and render'd his Sacrifice of 
the two daring Criminals ſo ſatisſactory, 
2 ver. 8. that the Plague was layed immediately 
There have indeed been different O pinions among In- 
terpreters about the Word we here tranſlate le 
Plague; namely, whether it is to be peculiarly under- 
ſtood of that Diſeaſe, conſider d as judicially inflicted 
BY God, or r whether ic gre! that Deſtruction of the 


5 ido- 


for RE TORNMAT IOX of Manners, F 
3dolatrous. Iſraelites, which God and Moſes. had com- 
manded. But ſince the ſame Word i is allowed to lig- | 
nify elſewhere a. contagious Diſtemper, . + „ 
judicially ſent by Heaven, it may very 8 . | 
properly be here underſtood. in the ſtrict : 

Senſe of it: Tho' indeed. there i 1s no Inconſiſtency i in | | 
ſuppoſing that thoſe that died of the Plague, and like- | 
wiſe thoſe that were put to Death by the Judges, made 
up the great Sum of Twenty four Thouſand Perſons, | 
that are faid to have died on that Oc- | 
caſion. Z 
Having given this previous Account of the Context, Wi 
I ſhall, from me Words now read to Ju, 8 


Numb. xxv.g. 


; oc lee 885 far the Pot of Bis Is 2 
table by us. Then flood up Phinehas, and exe- 


cuted Judgment. 

II. I ſhall ſhew, that ſuch is. the preſent State of 

the Moral World among us, that nothing but a 
zealous Reformation of Manners can prevent our 
Ruine, and divert the impending Judgments of 
God from falling upon us. And 4 the Plague 

Was ſtayed. 

And, III. I ſhall evince from the Whole, that a 8 
gree of Honour, proportionable to that of Phine bas, 
cannot but attend the excellent Labours of the 
Societies for Reformation of Manners among us. 
And that was counted unto bim for e : 
_ unto a Generations for evermore. : | 


Agrecably e to the Method propoſed, I am, ; 


ES þ To enquire, Joe far the Pattern of Phinebas is 
imirable by ut wk 
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Now the diſtinguiſhing Character of Phinehas, 28 of N 
ſigned by God himſelf, is, that he was 


Nun. xxv. : Zealous for bis God, and made an Atonement 


11, 13. 


for his People, by the Execution of (| peedy 
Juſtice on two lewd and idolatrous Criminals, and 
accordingly turned away God's Wrath from the Children 
of Iſrael ; the Particulars of which have been already 


explained. It muſt be then allow'd in general, that we 
are capable of i imitating the Zeal of Phinehas, for. the 


Honour of God, and in the Cauſe of Virtue and Re- 
ligion. We may not only in our private Capacity 
expreſs our juſt Reſentments and pious Indignation 
againſt thoſe that are Wick ed and Profane among us, 


as they are Enemies of the Honour of God, and the 


Good of the Publick, and contribute to the Ruine of 


their Country, both by the natural Conſequences. of 


their Vices, and by provoking God to ſend down his 
Judgments on a ſinful Nation; but in a publick Capa- 
city, and when commiſſioned by lawful Authority, we 


may exert our ſelves, and indeed are obliged fo to do, 


as Magiſtrates and Minifters of God, in 
* being a. Terrour to evil Works. And 
ſince Ma giſtrates of the beſt Intentions and Abilities 
cannot of themſelves a& vigorouſly againſt the moſt 
enormous Offenders, without the Concurrence and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of other good Men, it becomes the Duty of 


private Perſons to act ſubordinately to the Magiſtrates, 


and to render them capable of doing Juſtice effectually 5 


in the Way of Information and Teſtimony, as well as 
by aſſiſting them in apprehending and conducting to 


due Puniſhment all guilty Perſons, in the lower Offices 


of executing Juſtice, But tho? the Zeal of Phinehas in 
executing Judgment may be thus imitated in general by 


us; yet when we more minutely examine the Circum- 


2 | ſtances 


Þ 7, 


ſtan ſtances "of bis Zeal, * „ AS... 
Diſtin&ion is to be made between the Caſe of the Zeal 
of Phine bas, and what hccomes Us in the Execution of | 
uſtice on great and notorious Offenders. For there } is 
bat peculiar in the Inſtance of his Zeal that we 
are now concerned with, which is not to be imitated 
by Us: I mean, that he was tranſported with a ſort of 
Divine Impulſe in his Execution of Judgment. For · tha 
Moſes had commanded that the Idolatrdus Iſraelites 
ſhould be ſlain, yet Phinehas's Act of Zeal ſeems to 
| have had ſomewhat extraordinary in it, and to have 
even exceeded what was ſo commanded, when he ſa- 
crificed not only Zimri, the lewd and idolatrous 1- 
raelitifÞ Man, but likewiſe Coabi, the lewd and idola- 
trous Midianitiſi Woman; for taking away the Life f 
the latter of whom, he does not ſeem to have had any 
outward Divine Precept, tho* no doubt he had an in- 
ward Divine Direction and immediate Inſpiration -by 
God, in Vindication of whoſe Honour he acted. The 
Zeal of Phinehas for the true Worſhip of 
God, and. for turning away his Wrath, Seek: 3 | 
that he might not conſume the Iſraelites in „ 
bis Fealouſy ; (as God himſelf was pleaſed to ſpeak of | 
Idolatry, as a Spiritual fort of Adultery, in a "I 
taken from among Men) this holy Ardour, I fay, of 
Phinehas, ſupplied the Want of a Divine Precept, for 
taking away the Lives. of thoſe that enticed. others to 
Lolatry. For from the Silence of Scripture on this 
Occaſion, it may be doubted whether ſuch an exprels 
Precept was given to the Iſraelites before this Act of 
Phinehas ; tho it is certain it was given them imme 
diately before their paſſing over Jordan, to take Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Canaan, as we find it firſt recorded 
in the xiii 75 el of Deuteronomy ; ver s : 5, 9,6 +; 
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before which Command of God, to kill the SAucer to 
Tdolatry, the Affair of Baal. Poor is mentioned in the 
iv h Chapter of the ſame Book, as a Thing paſt and 
| done. Tour Eyes, ſays Moſes there, have 


| Ver. 3- ſeen what the Lord did becauſe of Baal. 


Peor. But however that be, the Reaſon of the Zeal of 
Phinehas was fo juſt and weighty, namely, that a 
Capital Puniſhment was due to a Seducer from the 
Worſhip of the true God to Idolatry ; and particularly 
that an Enemy, who by her wicked Arts had contributed 
to the Deſtruction of the 1/raelites, by bringing down 
the Plague, as a Judgment of God upon them for their 
Idolatry, might her ſelf be deftroy*'d and put to Death, 
as one of the accurſed Inſtruments of Balaam in cor- 
rupting them; this, I ſay, was a Proceeding fo. well 
founded, as well as great and noble, that the . Zeal. of 
 Phinehas was approved and rewarded by God himſelf, 
And indeed we are aſſured not only of its being ac- 
ceptable to God, by his Confirmation of the Perpetuity 
of the Prieſthood in Phinehas and his 
JOE AXE EI Race, that is, till it ſhould be ſuperſeded 
by that of the great High-Prieſt the Maſſiab; but 
that it was ſucceeded by an expreſs Command of God, 
to Ver the Midianites, and ſlay them, on 
15a 4 * account of their Wiles and Artifices, in 
Seducing his People to the Worſhip of Baal-Peor; in 
the Affair of Cozbi the Midianitiſh Strumpet. And this 
Command, we find, was ſoon after put in Execution 


by the J/raelites under the Conduct of Phinehas him- 
1 who attended with the Trumpets and other 


holy Inſtruments, in order to avenge the 


Om 19915 Lord of Midian. In which exterminating 
3 7 


Ge. Act, as all the Males of Midian were 


Hain, ſo all their Games that had known Man were 
- order d 


! 
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for REFORMATION of MANNERS. 9. 
ordered by Moſes to be killed, becauſe (as is expreſſy 
mentioned) theſe had cauſed the Children of Iſrael, 
thro* the Counſel of Balaam, to commit Treſpaſs againſt 


the Lord in the matter of Peor. And accordingly we are 
farther acquainted, that their evil Counſellor, Ba/aam, 
who probably elated with the Succeſs of his Counſel to 
corrupt the 1/raclites by Lewdneſs to Idolatry, and 


with their Loſs of twenty four Thouſand Perſons as a 


Conſequence of it, was returned to Midian for his 
Wages of Unrighteouſneſs ; he himſelf, I 

ſay, was ſlain with the Sword in this Ex- 2 Pet. ii. 15. 
ciion of Midian. 

It being then highly probable from this Dedudibas 
that Phinehas did not facrifice the Life of the ſeducing 
Midianitiſh Woman (for the Sacrifice of the 1/raelite 
is otherwiſe accounted for) in Conſequence of any Di- 
vine Precept given antecedently to that Act, but as 
tranſported by a fervent Zeal for the Honour of God 
and the Good of his People, for which he made a 
proper tho? extraordinary Atonement ; this, I ſay, be- 
ing taken for granted to be the Cafe, his Zeal, as then 


unauthorized by the Law of Moſes, though vindicated 


by the Suppoſition of a Divine Impulſe, the Reaſon of 
the Thing, and God's ſubſequent Approbation, cannot 
be propoſed as a Pattern to'us for our Imitation, with- 
out making ſome Diſtinction between the Circumſtances 
of Phinehas, conſidered jointly with thoſe of the 
Ifraelites, and our Own. As the 1/rae/ites were then 
under a Theocracy, and immediately governed by God, 
an Act of Zeal for the Honour of God, upon a Divine 
Impulſe, was very ſuitable to that Diſpenſation. But 


We, who are left by the general Courſe of Providence 


to be determined by the particular Laws of our Civil 
Conſtitution of Government, are obliged to Execute 
a B 1 Judgment 
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10 A SERMON preached to the Societies = 
Judgment upon immoral and profane Perſons, agreeably 
10 known and ſtated Laws, as the fixed Rules of 
Juſtice among us ; and are not to wait for, or pretend 
to act upon, any Divine Impulſes for the Puniſhment 
of Vice, but mult exert our Zeal againſt all Immora- 
| lity, in a manner ſuitable to the eſtabliſhed Laws. 
| For otherwiſe, whilſt we puniſh the Iniquities of others, 
we our ſelves ſhall become Tranſgreſſors of the Laws 
of our Country, the Honour of which it is our con- 
feſſed Duty to preſerve inviolable, and to conform to 
them our ſelves, as well as oblige others to do ſo on all 
Occaſions, as our common Political Standard of Juſtice 
and Government. But as all Pretences to be wiſer than 
the Laws in Civil Affairs are Enthuſiaſtical things, 
and ought to be diſcarded by all ſober Perſons; ſo 
the Execution of the Laws among us ought to be ani- 
mated by a Zeal like that of Phinehas, vigorous and 
| fervent for promoting the Honour of God and the 
Publick Good, but regulated by the known Boundaries 
of Law and Juſtice, and exerciſed by none but the 
proper Officers of both. 


* 
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But I proceed to ſhew, — 

Itdly, That ſuch is the preſent State of the Moral 
World among us, that nothing but a zealous Reforma- 
tion of Manners can prevent our Ruine, and divert the 
impending Judgments of God from falling upon us, 
And ſo the Plague was frayed. 

Without pretending to draw a Parallel between the 
State of the Iſraelites in the Days of Phinehas and 
Our preſent Circumitances, I ſhall only obſerve in a 
previous manner, that as their obſtinate Diſobedience 
of the Diving Laws, and repeated Revolts from their 
Federal os brought down fon Time to time his 
gy jut 
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for REFORMATION of MANNERS. 11 
Judgments upon them, and particularly that of the 
Plague, which is repreſented in Scripture 1 
as the Sword of the Lord, as the peculiar n xxl. 
Inſtrument of his Vengeance, and as his 
own immediate Operation; (inſomuch that thoſe that 
died of it are ſaid to have done ſo by the b 
Hand of God, as diſtinguiſhed from FRE: 12 32 
Judgment of the Sword, which is ſtyled 
the Hand of Man;) as, I fay, their provoking Iniquities, 
and particularly their Idolatry, brought the Plague among 
them, which in the Caſe of Peor, now in our imme- 
diate View, made ſuch terrible Havock; fo it was 
ſtayed in the midſt of its Career, by the Atonement 
made by Phinehas in the Sacrifice of the two Crimi- 
nals; as being of greater Efficacy to appeaſe the 
Wrath of that God, who is infinitely jealous of his 
Honour, than the Sacrifice of ſuch a Multitude of 
Idolaters by the Plague and the Judges concurring in 
their Deſtruction. . 8 
It muſt be acknowledged, that we of this Nation 
cannot, with any Propriety, be charged with one of the 
Sins for which a publick Sacrifice was made both by 
God's Command, and Phinehas's zealous Hand, namely, 
with Idolatry, from which we have been fo happily Re- 
formed. But then it is equally evident, that we are 
fallen into another Extream, that is, into an Indiffe- 
rence for all Religion by the Generality, or rather an 
open Contempt and Defiance of it. by too great Num- 
bers among -us. Indeed from too free and exceſſive a 
Ridicule of Superſtition, we are arrived at a Burleſque 
of every thing that is Serious and Important, and eyen 
of Prophecy and Miracles themſelves, and particularly 
thoſe of our Bleſſed Lord, though they are the great 
landing Proofs of the Chriſtian Religion. And I am 
: 55 . ſorrx of 


12 J SERMON preached to the Societies 
ſorry I am obliged to obſerve, in a Chriſtian Country, 
that our common Chriſtianity was never more profanely. 
abuſed and reviled, both in the grave and the buffoon 
ſorts of Ridicule, than it is at preſent. But ſurely this 
Licentiouſneſs uſed in Reviling the Eſtabliſh'd Religion 

of our Country, that is equally Profeſs d by the Higher 
Powers and all Subjects whatſoever, is without Pre- 
cedent any where, and is not to be parallelled in any 
other Nation in the World. Whatever Liberty may 
be pleaded for in a free Country, in Favour of a 
ſedate and calm Way of Reaſoning upon any Religious 
Subject, and even of propoſing Doubts and Objections 
with a juſt Decency, in order to receive ſerious An- 
ſwers and farther Satisfaction, yet it is abſurd to aſſert 
that the Liberties of any Nation will allow, with Im- 
punity, a Set of diſtinguiſh'd Infidels to inſult and 
treat with the greateſt Contempt and Scorn the moſt 
ſacred and important Truths, that are openly profeſſed 
by the whole Body of the People, of whatever Deno- 
mination. But certainly we are far from imitating the 
Zeal of Phinehas, when we can ſo tamely bear this 
Reviling treatment of the Religion we all profeſs; 
and are rather ſunk into a ſpiritual Lethargy, when 
we can hear with Patience the ſhocking Blaſphemies of 
the Tribe of Infidels, and ſee with Impunity the fre- 
quent Indignities and Affronts put on the Veracity 
and Honour of that Divine Perſon, whom we Na- 
tionally worſhip as our God and Saviour, and thro' 
whom alone we declare we EG Everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs. 

Of this Indecent treatment of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion we have too notorious an Inſtance, in ſome late 
Diſcourſes on the Miracles of our Saviour: The blaſ- 


| phemous Author of which is ſo far poſleſs'd with the 
_ Spirit 


— 
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Spirit of Ridicule, (if not with that worſe Spirit, of 
which he. writes ſo ludicrouſly i in the Account he gives 


of the Demoniacs in the Goſpel) as to divert himſelf. 


and his Readers with the moſt virulent: Scoffs on the 


Miracles of our Bleſſed Lord, when conſider'd (as they 
ought to be) as Matters of Fact, and in their plain 


literal Senſe. Inſtead of the well-known and certain 
meaning of our Saviour's Miracles, as ſo many Ap- 


peals to the Senſes of Mankind, this Writer has thought 


fit to ſubſtitute ſome obſcure, remote, and myſtical | 


Operations of Feſus Chriſt ; as if his Deſign were to 
convert the Goſpel into a mere Figure, in order to 
evacuate and undermine it; and that very probabl 7 
in Subſerviency to the Alegorical Scheme of another 
more artful Writer among us in Fayour of Infidelity. 
However, this Attempt is no more than a wretched 
Revival of the very worſt Part of Quakeriſin; that, 
namely, which rejects the Literal Senſe and plain Hi- 
ſtory of the Goſpel, and reſolves the ſeveral Facts that 
relate to our Lord into ſome figurative, precarious, and 


unintelligible Performances of him on the Minds of 


Men. But whatever Shelter the Fondneſs of ſome An- 
tient Writers for Alegorical Interpretations and the 
ſublimer Senſes of Scripeure, may be ſaid by this da- 
ring Author . to afford him, it is certain that they 
among the Antients that fell into an Exceſs that Way, 
did ſo out of a miſtaken Reverence for the Scrip- 
tures, and not in order to undermine their Authority, 
or expoſe. them to Contempt, as 1s the Caſe at pre- 
ſent. It is clear too, that the greater Part of, if not 


all, thoſe Alegorical Interpreters aſſigned ſuch myſtical 


meanings of the ſacred Text, as were not inconſiſtent 
with or excluſive of the literal Senſe ; as indeed ap- 


pears even from this Author' s own Quotations of them, 


But 


gee Scheme 
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But one who has ſo highly abuſed the Bleſſed Spirit 
by which our Saviour acted, may well be ſuppoſed to 
abuſe the Interpreters of what was di&ated by it: 


ſince he muſt have known, that though ſome of the 


antient Expoſitors were tranſported with an immode- 


rate Love of Alegorical Interpretations, yet there were 


not wanting others of great Reputation, and more par- 
ticularly the Greek Commentators, who adhered more 

ſtricly to the Literal Senſe of the Holy Scriptures. 
| But theſe are paſſed by wich Neglect, as thoſe of the 
other Sort are miſrepreſented on this Occaſion; it 
being the Deſign of them both to eſtabliſh and a lu- 
ſtrate the Chriſtian Religion, perhaps by different, but 
not contradictory Methods: the Divine Authority of 


which this impious Writer has not only endeavoured 
to weaken, but to expoſe to the Contempt and Deri- 


ſion of Infidels. But nothing is more certain from 
Reaſon and Experience, than that whercever the Spirit 
of Ridicule has prevailed, they that labour under it 


are incompetent Judges of all that IS ſerious as well 


as Sacred. 


Indeed a Diſtinction has been lately inſinuated 


by a well-known Champion of Infidelity, and his 
of Aﬀociates in that deſperate Cauſe, be- 
Literal pro- tween the Liberties that may be uſed 
4 —_— againſt Revealed Religion, and thoſe which 
414, &. are not to be uſed againſt Natural Reli- 


gion. But this is a vain and ill-grounded Subterfuge. 


For if the Peace of Society (to which almoſt all Mo- 
rality is at preſent reduced) is concerned in ſuppreſ- | 
ſing licentious Writings againſt Natural Religion, (as is 


conſequentially acknowledged by that Author) certainly 
the Peace both of Church and State, which are one great 
united Society in a Chriſtian Country conſtituted as 


our. 
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our own is, is very highly affected by licentious Wri- 
tings againſt thoſe Arguments that chiefly ſu pport the ” 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. For nothing is more 
evident than that an avow'd Immorality is the na- 
tural Conſequence of ſhocking the Faith of unlearned, 
weak, and incompetent Judges of profane and im- 
pious Writings. And that this is a poor Evaſion, is 
very clear, when we recolle& that the foreſaid reputed 
Writer (if not all his Brethren in this Cauſe) is uni- 
verſally conſidered as a profeſs'd Eatalift, and conſe- 
quently as one that can no more be affected by Zeal 
for Natural Religion, than by that which is Re- 
vealed ; ſince neither of them can in themſelves, or 
their Conſequences, be of any Obligation or Authority 
on any Perſon that profeſſes the Principle of Fatality. 
Conſiſtently with the Pretenſions of ſuch a Perſon, con- 

| fider'd as Unaccountable hereafter, there can be no 
Immorality but the Diſturbance of the Peace of So- 
ciety; which ſurely is affected equally by . Licen- 
tious Writings in a Chriſtian and an Heathen Country. 
But as Unaccountable Beings as ſome Perſons ſo in- 
duſtriouſly labour to perſwade themſelves and others 
they are, upon their own Conceſſion they are ac- 
countable to the Magiſtrate, for their Diſturbance of 
Society, that of Church and State, by thoſe profane 
and licentious Writings, that have a natural Tendency 
to introduce Confuſion in the State, and Popery in the 
Church, in the laſt Iſſue and Reſult of Things. And 
therefore it is by no means foreign to the Deſign of 

| our preſent Aſſembly, to remind the Magiſtrates, in 

the ſeveral Societies of Reformation, of their Obliga- 

tions to conſider how far ſuch licentious Writers fall 

under their legal Cognizance, either in a dire& or 

conſequential Manner, as they are notorious: Diſturbers 
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of the Peace both of Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Society, 


And this Addreſs is here offered to them, not out of 


any Diſtruſt of the Strength of thoſe excellent Argu- 


ments that haye formerly been, or now are, uſed in 
Vindication of the Chriſtian Religion ; and which 
antiently triumphed over at leaſt as malicious and 


learned Adverſaries as are now to be found among 


us; but out of a real Regard for the Honour of 
God, the Preſervation of the Peace of the Society of 
which we are Members, and the preventing of the 


publick Ruine. 


But as the Tranſition is natural from impious 
Principles to immoral Practices, ſo when Religion falls 
under Contempt, and the great Author of it is not 


treated with that Veneration which is due to his holy 
Name, no wonder that the moſt profane Oaths and 


horrid Imprecations do every where wound the. Ears 


of all ſober and ſerious Perſons, and that the Lan- 
guage of the Fiends (as this Diale& was ſtyled by an 


illuſtrious Penitent of this Nation) does ſo prevail, as 
to conſtitute not only the Expletive but the Orna- 


mental Part 'of Diſcourſe of the Vulgar among us, 
and that in the open Streets of this City. And it is 


to be feared, that Perſons of low and Servile condition 


have on this Occaſion too exactly copied after the Pat- 
tern of their Maſters and Superiours, whoſe Breeding 


and Quality ſhould have taught them to ſhew greater 


Reverence to that God, whoſe good Providence has 
diiſtinguiſned them from the Vulgar Uneducated part 
of the World. Indeed the Perſons moſt guilty of this 
ſhocking Vice are fo little apprehenſive of their Pro- 
vocation of the Wrath of God, that we find by ſad 
Experience they readily call for his moſt terrible Judg- 
ments, and HO to pull ä his Damnation on 


them | 
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ebe and all they converſe with. Such Perſons 5 
therefore very properly fall under the Execution of u- 
ſlice by the legal as well as pious Zeal of the Ma- 
Atrare, both in the Vindication of the Honour of a 
ifronted: God, from whom he ultimately derives his 
Authority, and likewiſe for the Preſervation of the Pub- 
lick from thoſe Jadgments that are ſo profuſely i impre-. 
cated, and ate indeed the Conſequences of ſo profane 
an Irreverence, and ſo bold a Defiance of the Dirin 
Ma jeſty and all that is Sacred. 

Again, The natural Product ef Rech- Indies 
for Religion in ſome, and declared Contempt of it in 
others, is that Want of Probity and Integrity i in the 
Commerce of the World, and the common Affairs of 
Life, that is ſo viſible to all, and is ſo much com- 
plaĩned of by thoſe that are greatly concerned in Bu- 
ſineſs, or are engaged in Variety of Converſation! 
Indeed it is very obvious from every Day's Experience, | 
that the Arts of Knavery have of late had uncommon 
Refinements ; and that Difſimulation and Falſhood, 
Fraud and Rapaciouſneſs, are too generally cultivated'; 
that Plain-dcaling and Sincerity are unfaſhionable Vir- 
tnes, in a Nation formerly diſtinguiſhed by them; and 
that thoſe few that are of too generous a temper to 
practiſe the prevailing Methods of Deceit and Trick- 
ing, are in fact not only Ridiculed as Weak men, but 
too often fall a Prey to the Artifices of thoſe Who are 
not under the ſame Reſtraints of Honour and Con- 
ſcience.” In ſhort, they that know the World beſt, r- 
preſent the Corruption of it to be ſpread ſo widely 
among all Ranks of men among us, upon Applica- 
tions ſuitable to their Paſſions, Circumſtances, and 
Stations; that there is Reaſon to fear there is ſcarce 
Roe enongh - left to ſave the Nation from Ruine; 
C that 
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18 A SERMON preached to the Societies 
that - (in the Pſalmiſt's Style) Men of low Degree are 
Vanity, and Men of high Degree are a Lye; and 
that as the former are too often ignorant of their 
Duty, or are tempted by Poverty to fteal and take 
tbe Name of their God in vain ; fo the latter have too 
e tho? I hope not altogether, broken the Toke, 


and burſt the Bonds, in the Prophetick 


Jer. ix. 4, 8, Language; that every Brother will utterly 


. ſupplant; and one ſpeaketh peaceably to 
bis Neighbour with bis Mouth, but in his Heart he 
layeth his wait. When the Paithful are thus miniſbed 


From among the Children of Men, it is by no means 
ſurprizing that the Prophet ſubjoyns; Shall 1 not viſit 


them for theſe things? ſaith the Lord: and ſhall not 
my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this © 


But to go on; as an immoderate Love of irregular 


Pleaſure is a diſtinguiſhing Character of the preſent 
Age, ſo the Zeal of Phixehas, which was particularly 


_ exerted againſt Lewdneſs, ought to animate us to an 
Imitation of his Example, notwithſtanding the Varia- 


tion of ſome Circumſtances in the Caſes propoſed. 
However, one Coincidence is very remarkable ; namely, 


that as that Sin was openly committed, and the Al- 


dianitiſh Woman was brought by the offending 1/7aelite 
to his Brethren, and in the Sight of Moſes and the 
whole Congregation ; ſo the Profeſſion of Lewdneſs at 
preſent is undiſſembled, and even a Vindication. of Pub- 


tick Stews has appear d in the World, together with 


ſeveral other Treatiſes of the like Nature, that are pe- 


_ culiarly calculated for ſerving the Cauſe of Impurity, 


for baniſhing all Remains of our native Modeſty and 


antient Decency, and making Men ten times more the 


Chbudren of Hell than they were before. And as if 


the Deſtruction of the Publick were deliberately aimed 
| at 
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at by the Devil's Agents, as well as that of the Souls 


and Bodies of private Proſelytes to Vice, an univerſal 


Luxury and Corruption of Manners has not long ſince 
been gravely recommended to the World, under the 
Notion of Publick Benefits ; as if all Shame among 
Men were loſt, and a Paradox could be maintained 
that is not only contrary to the Nature and Reaſon. 
of all Virtue and Vice with regard to Society, but to. 
the Experience of all Ages and Nations, which aſſures 
us in the moſt Authentick Hiſtories of the World, 
that the greateſt Empires and States, as well as that 
of the Fews, have flouriſhed chiefly by Religion and 
Virtue, and have proportionably decay'd, and finally 
have been ſunk and ruined, by a general Luxury and 


Diſſolution of Manners. And none but Unbelieyers of 


| all Profane as well as Sacred Hiſtory can doubt of ſo 
well-ſupported a Truth. : 
But, as if the Practice of mere Beni were oh 
pre judicial enough to the Publick Intereſt, as well as 
plainly inconſiſtent with the Laws of God, ſome of 
the Men of Pleaſure among us have extended their 
Views farther, and have dared to purſue a forbidden 
Scent of ſenſual polluted Joys in the open Violation of 
their Marriage-Vows. And this in a manner ſo un- 
diſguiſed, as well as unpractiſed by other Civilized Na- 
tions, that upon the Falſhood of one Side and Reta- 
lation of the other, there has been (in the general 
Opinion of the World) ſuch. an implicit ſort of Com- 
poſition between each of the married Parties to live 
in a State of Adultery, as ſeems to have been deſigned 
for an Excuſe for indulging unlawful Liberties on both 
Sides, and for annulling as it were by a Connivance, 
aiſing from mutual Guilt, the ſtrict Obligations of the 
55 2 „ Mar- 


20 4 {SE RM OX preached t. 60 the Seietier 
Marriage-Contract. As if what is abſolutely unlawful 
in it ſelf, could” be render'd capable of the leaſt Apo- 
logy by the wicked Reſolution of each Party, to perkill 
in the known Breach of a ſolemn Vow, and tacitly to 
tolerate it in one another; and that not without ſome 
Appearance of Civility and outward Decency in other 
Affairs. But how inconſiſtent ſuch a Palliation. of 


Adultery is with a true Social Life, with a Matrimo- 


nial Friendſhip, with the natural Love of a genuine 
and unſuſpected Offspring, with the Publick Intereſt, 
and above all wich the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, is 

ſufficiently clear not only from thoſe numerous Incon- 
venicncies that uſually attend thoſe that arc engaged i in 
this falſe Scheme of Pleaſure, but from the juſt Senſe 
they themſelves ſometimes have of their real Miſery i in 
the Agonies of a penitent Sorrow, whenever they are 
awaken'd by unfortunate Incidents to a Sight of the 
Heinouſneſs of their Crime. For in their thoughtful 
Minutes they cannot but acknowledge, that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion does abſolutely and in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms exclude all Adulterers from the Favour of God, 
and all Hopes of Heaven hereafter. But ſince the 
Threatnings of God, however terrible they be, haye 
generally but little Influence on thoſe that are ſo highly 


infatuated by the Corruption that is in the World 
through Luſt, few of whom can be induced by Per- 


ſwaſion and Argument to return, and take hold again 
of the Paths of Life; and ſince Perſons of that Cha- 
rafter are uſually more affected with Temporal 'Trou- 
bles and Secular Puniſhments, than' with thoſe of a 


Spiritual Nature; it is a Duty the more incumbent on 


the Magiſtrate, to turn the keenelt Edge of the Laws 


againſt. thoſe that notoriouſly live in a State of Adul- 
TP} ET in » Order to rouze tt by the Smart of the 


Incon- 
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Inconveniencies. the Pals out of their Kupit fied Con- 


dition 1 to 4 better | 


Te?" 


by their ufferings fro ſo pernicious: a Crime. ; Ie 
mult be . fell meg 2 that this Fart of our Civil 


110 4 


Conſtitution is defectiye, and that our Laws Axe not 


CIOLL 


ſo ſevere as e of moſt other Nations, that puniſh 


Adultery ' With Death; as. {likewiſe did God's own Law 


given to the Fews : 55 but till the faid Deficiency ſhall 
be thought proper to be ſupplied by t the Legiſlative 
Power, the Sword. ol Juſtice 1s however to be bran- 
diſhed, it not farther employ” d; J and Song Muldts, 
correſponding b both to the nature of the 

the outward Circumſtances of ſome that commi it it, and 
publick Penances | of Shame in others, ought more 
ſtrictly an and impartially to be inflicted; for the Re- 
formation | of a Vice ſo deſtructive to the Publick, 


in all its Fruirful Conſequences of Quarrels, Duels, th 


Murders; but more eſpecially i in Provoking the Wrath 
of Almighty God, that is ſo fully revealed againſt it 
as to puniſh it, when it becomes the publick crying 
Sin of a Nation, in a Publick Capacity, and a 2 75 


tional manner. 


Once more; ſince that moſt deteſtable and unna- 


tural Sin of Sodomy, which but rarely appears in our 
Hiſtories, and that amon Monſters and Prodigies, has 


been of late tranſplanted from the hotter Climates to 


our more temperate Country, and has dared. to ſhew 
its hideous Face among 4 People that formerly had it 
in the utmoſt Abhorrence ; it is now become the indiſ- 
penſable Duty of the Magiſtrate to attack this horrible 
Monſter in Morality, by a vigorous Execution of thoſe 
5 Laws, that have juſtly made that vile Sin a 

apital Crime. "There are ſome Sins indeed, of which 

this leads the h 4 hape that thameful Turpi- 
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tude in them, and are fo foul a Diſgrace to human 
Nature, that they can ſcarce be decently treated ofs 
though it be in order to their Confutation and Pu- 

niſhment. For, as the Apoſtle obſerves, 
ee , # Same among Chriſtians even 10 
ſpeak of thoſe things that are done in ſecret, by ſuch 


Diſbonourers of their own Bodies. However, for the 


Sake of the Dignity of our Nature, and the Honour 


of the Reformed Chriſtian Religion, our moſt zealous 


Efforts ought to be exerted againſt this abominable 


Sin, of what Rank ſoever any Perſons may be that 
are guilty of it. It is certain, that no Sin can be a 

eater Contradiction to the declared Intention of the 
b of Nature, in continuing the Race of Man- 


kind by the Female Sex created for that End, to the 
Divine Inſtitution of Marriage in Paradice it ſelf, and 
to the Command of God to encreaſe and multiply 
Mankind. But as the Good of Society is the parti- 


cular Care of the Magiſtrate, whatever has a direct 


Tendency to leſſen the Number of Subjects, and to 


weaken or diſhonour the Government, or bring i it 


to Confuſion, falls under his. immediate Cognizance. 


And therefore not only in our own Conſtitution, 


but in all Civilized Nations, the. Laws have ſe- 


verely puniſhed this execrable Crime. And accor- 

- dingly we find it recorded, that Faſiab, 
2 King xxiii. when he effectually reformed the Fews, 
: brake down and deſtroy'd the Houſes of 

the e And, God be thanked, we need not 
go abroad to illuſtrate this matter; ſince for the 


Honour of our Preſent Government it ought to be 
here mentioned, that the Proſecution of thoſe molt 


impure Wretches, that are guilty of this flagrant 
Crime, has been order d to be carried on at the Ex- 
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pence of the Crown. And ſurely all ſubordinate Ma- 
giſtrates cannot but be induced to imitate with Zeal 
the glorious Example of Him, by whom they are 
s inveſted with Authority to puniſh ſo odious 
and filthy a Crime. But above all, this ſcandalous 
Abuſe of human Nature is a Sin that bears ſo direct 
an Oppoſition to the Laws of God, and is fo highly 
Provoking to him, that if it be not ſoon extinguiſhed, 
but ſhall gain ground among us, we cannot bur be 
apprehenſive of the Judgments of an angry God com- 
ing down upon ſo wicked a Nation ; and that after all 
our Profeſſions of Reformation and repeated Delive- 
rances, we ſhall be at laſt abandoned to Ruine. Even i 
as Sagom and Gomorrah, and the Cities 
about them, in liks manner giving them- 
ſelves over to Fornication, and going after ſtrange eſp, 
are ſet forth for an Example, ſuffering the Vengeance 
of eternal H re ; that is, of that Fire from Heaven, 
whoſe Effects "Rin remain, and will always do fo, 
and which was Emblematical of that Eternal Fire, 
which waits for all ſuch hardened and UnPenitent : 
Sinners. - 
Laſtly, Since it cannot but be expected on this 
Occaſion, and indeed the Exigency of the Caſe requires 
it, that due Notice ſhould be taken of the growing 
Vice of Drinking ſome Cheap forts of Spirituous Li- 


Jude. Ver. 7. 


quors to great Exceſs, by the generality of the com- 5 


mon People, and eſpecially in this City and round 
about it; I do by no means think it unbecoming the 
Dignity of the Pulpit, to conſider a little the Conſe- 
quences of this Melancholy matter of Fact, and then 
to propoſe ſome proper Remedies for putting a Stop 
to ſo deſtructive a Practice as prevails at Preſent. | 
The Conſequences are as numerous AS ; they are plain 


85 and 


r.. A team ary on 


s 92 RON erde 70 the obi n 
42 evident. That Spirituous Liquors, however dis- 
guifed, inflate the Blood and Animal Spirits * to an 
high Degree, atid afterwards fink them in Proporti tion 
ro their unnatural Exaltation; ; chat they prey on ce 
whole Nervous Syſtem, - and” gradually ck oth the 
Vital Flame, appears too clearly from conftant Expe- 
rience to be conteſted. Indeed, the Body of the People 
will be ſo Enfeebled by this Abuſe of ſpirituous Liquors, 
without ſome ſpeedy Reformation, that our National 
Courage muſt inevitably be affected by it in no long 
Period of Time; and our Fleets and Armies, as con- 
ſiſting chiefly of the Populace, however Vi&orious 
they have been over our Enemies abroad, will now be 


previouſly ſubdued at home by the Diſorders and 


Weakneſs introduced by this ſort of Exceſs. And I 
hope ſuch a private Vice will not be conſidered by y any 
Lover of his Country as a publick Benefit. But even 
in Times of Peace, how highly does the Pubtick ſuffer 
by this ſingle Irregularity ? When the Paſſions are 
fired by ſuch ſpirituous Liquors, the natural Product, 
in the furious Way, is profane Curſing and Swearing, 
F ighting, Robbery, and Murder; and in the lewd 


Way, not merely common Luft is gratified, bur Adul- 


terous Intrigues are carried on, and even Rapes and 
Sodomy are perpetrated. And that theſe groſs Immo- 
ralities are very much o owing to the immoderate Uſe of 
ſuch hot intoxicating Liquors, as are now more gene- 
rally drunk by thoſe of the lower Rank among us 
than formerly, is highly probable, when we conſider 
that ſome of thoſe Vices have prevail d more of late 


Years in this Nation, than they were formerly obſerved 


to do. But tho? it be more eaſy to refle& warmly on 
the fatal Conſequences of this Sort of Exceſs, than to 


give an effectual Check to ſo great an Evil; yet ſome 
| e 
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Remedies may with Decency be ſug! ggeſted oi on this ſo- 
lmn Occaſion, which may not be "Tous ht ünſeaſon- 
able at this Juncture, nor unworthy of the Cour deration 
and farther Improvement both of the Magiſtracy and 
the Legiſlature. The good Magiltrate, inſpired with 4 
true Publick Spirit, may in ſome meaſure contribute to 
the Reformation of this kind of Exceſs, by a ſtrict 
Execution of the Laws now in being ag gainſt Drunken 
neſs, and more particularly by a eget Suppreſſion of 
me of the more ſcandalous Shops, ſaid to be Maga- 
zines of all ſorts of Wickedneſs, where thoſe ſpirituous 
Liquors are retailed and abuſed. And perhaps it may 
delerve the Thoughts of the. Legiſlature, whether the 
yalt Number of miſchievous Shops of that kind in and 
about this City, ought not to be reduced and re- 
trained: as likewiſe, ſince thoſe Liquors are ſo much 
abuſed by the lower Rank of People, chiefly on ac- 
count of their Cheapneſs, whether for the Good of the 
Community, (which is the great End of the Legiſlature 
in all things) a ſeverer Tax laid on thoſe ſtrong ſpi- 
rituous Liquors, and eſpecially on that particular pa- 
latable Sort which is moſt generally abuſed, as being 
procurable every where, and upon very eaſy Terms. 
may not contribute very. much to the Reformation of 
this pernicious Vice among the Vulgar ; ; upon whom the 
very Expence of Drinking to Exceſs will be more apt 
to have ſome Influence, than better Arguments of a 
Moral Nature. 

Having thus ſpecified ſome of the molt conſiderable” 
Vices that abound among us, and have a direct Ten- 
deney to pull down the Judgments of Heaven upon us, 
zgreeably to the ſeveral Menaces recorded in Scripture _ 
for our Admonition, as well as to the Reaſon of the 


thing it &#; the Neceſſity of contributing to a Na- 
. D tional 
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tional Reformation by all proper Methods, and parti- 


cularly by a zealous Execution of the Laws againſt 
Profaneneſs and Immorality; as likewiſe the Power and 
Efficacy of ſuch Puniſhment of Vice, and Encouragement 


of Virtue, to avert the impending Judgments of God, 


are very natural Inferences from what has been ſaid on 
this Head of Diſcourſe. And as we are aſſured of the 
former by our own Moral Circumſtances, when com- 


pared with the State of thoſe Churches that have had 


their Candleſtick removed, and with thoſe Nations that 

have loſt their Civil Liberties, by the like enormous 
Immoralities ; ſo the latter is very evident from the 
Hiſtory of 152 Text of this Diſcourſe, It is ſufficient 


then to obſerve, that as the Plague, that cut off ſo 
great a Number of 1/raelites, was ſtay'd from making 


a further Progreſs towards their Ruine, by the zealous 
Execution of Judgment on the greateſt Delinquents; 
ſo the like Execution of legal Juſtice for the Puniſh- 
ment of Vice, and promoting a Reformation of Man- 


ners among us, is the moſt likely Method to diſarm 


the Vengeance of God, and arreſt thoſe Judgments 

that our crying Sins moſt highly deſerve. Such an ef- 
fectual Reformation of the Lives of thoſe that have 
hitherto been reformed in nothing but their Do&rine, 
would even yet revoke the Order that ſeems to be 
given to the deftroying Angel, alter the conditional 
Decree of Heaven, and ſheath both the Sword of the 
Lord and that of Man. If a Zeal for God and Re- 
ligion, like that of Phinehas, were exerted in a Pub- 
lick manner, we need not doubt but the Plague, or 
any other Judgment of God, would be fayed, or 

rather prevented. When God (in the Prophetick Style) 
ſeems to have a Controverſy with the In- 


iſco „ 
„ habitants of this Land, becauſe” thers 5 
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m Truth, nor Mercy, nor practical Knowledge of GC 
in the Land; but by Swearing and Lying, and. Ki- 


ling, and Stealing, and committing Adultery, they break SO 


out, and Blood toucheth Blood; therefore the Land ſhall © 
mourn ; unleſs ſome a&ive Phinehas, and interceding 
Moſes, ariſe to fand before him in the Breach, and 
turn away his wrathful Indignation, left be ſhould de- ; 
frroy us. They therefore are the beſt Patriots, and the 
trueſt Lovers of their Country, who joyn an hearty 
Zeal for the Honour of God, the Intereſts of Religion 5 
and a real Reformation of Manners among us, to 
their own political Schemes; the very beſt of which, 
independently of that Union, are too imperfect and 
weak to ſcreen us from the Divine Judgments, or fray 
the Plague, either of the Natural or Political kind; or 
(in other Words) to hinder the Return of Popery and 
Arbitrary Power, two of the greateſt Plagues that can 
be inflicted. by Heaven on this Nation for their Sins, 
whenever the meaſures of them ſhall be filled up, and we 
ſhall be thought ripe for Ruine. But I willingly turn 
my Eyes to a more | agrecable on and * 
wart] be vl | 


Wah, a a Luſty, _ Deion of W propor- 
tionable to that of Phine has, cannot but attend the ex- 
cellent Labours of the Societies 8 ne of 
Manners ne wr Oo 

It is ſaid in the Text, that che Fieciltivg af Je 
by Phine has, which was attended with ſo glorious an 
Effect, was counted unto him for Righteouſneſs unto all 
Generations for evermore. That is, the Ardour and 
Leal of Phinehas, for the Honour of God and the 
Good of his People, was not only applauded and 
goa as — meritorious by that Generation 


* : 
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8 of Men in which he lived; but his Me- 
See peel % mory has been honoured ever ſince, and 
| in þ will be celebrated in all future Ages of 
the World. And the Reaſon is very obyious ; - 
nothing can be more excellent in it fell, than the 
promoting the Glory of God with a ſincere Zeal, 
nd doing much Good to Men. And that Phinehas 
performed ſomething eminently good and acceptable to 
God at a critical Juncture, which will be a ſtanding 
Memorial of him, appears very clearly from the in- 
Klallible judgment of God himſelf, who highly approved 
of his Service and rewarded him for it. 

If then, my Brethren of the Societies for Reformation, 
the ſame great and good Ends, the advancing the Glory 
of God, and the Preſervation of the Publick from 
Ruine, by the retrieving a Senſe of Virtue and Re- 
ligion in the more profligate Sort of Perſons, and giving 
a Check to the Inſolence of Vice, that has too widely 
diffuſed its Contagion, be vigorouſly purſued, in a due 
| Subſerviency to and Affiltance of the profeſſed Work 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, by the prudent juſt and 
legal Methods of your Magiſtrates and their Aſſiſtants, 
nothing can be more evident than that your Work is 
good and acceptable to God, and that it greatly conduces 
to the publick Intereſt, both from the Nature of the 
thing, and that expreſs Approbation of God himſelf 
which was given in the like Caſe of Phinehas. A nd if 
the great Deſign of your Societies has been approved. of 
by the Supream Judge of all, they that are engaged 
in promoting it will know how to negle& and deſpiſe 
the Calumnies of thoſe incompetent Judges, that are en- 
gaged in a Combination to carry on the rival Scheme 
of making Proſelytes to. Infidelity and ill Morals a- 
BOS us. As tr wicked Conſe, has received ſome 

1 Signal 


— — 2 4 
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Signal Defeats by your Religious Confederacies, ſo the 
Intereſt of the Inſtruments of Satan requires that all 
poſſible Defamations ſhould be ſpread, to weaken the 
Hands and Hearts of thoſe active Magiſtrates that 
hear not the Sword in vain. Neither is it to be ima- 

gined, that the zealous Aſſiſtants of the Magiſtracy 
would eſcape the Aſperſions of ill Men; ſince they can- 
not but be apprized, that no Magiſtygge can act againſt 
them without legal Information, or on a perſonal Vie , 
the latter of which very rarely happens. If therefore 
Informations are Neceſſary things, thoſe good Men that 
aſſiſt the Zeal of the Magiſtrates, by laying Informations 
of vicious Perſons before them, and confine themſelves | 
to a legal manner of doing ſo, may very well bear that 
Opprobrious Language that is too often thrown out upon 
them ; as e that they are faid 

Name of Chriſt; and that they are pro- . 
nounced Bleſſed, that are Reviled and Matth. v. wo, 
treated deſpitefuly for Righteouſneſs ſake, I _ 
that is, for the Cauſe of Virtue and Reli- 3 
gion: as likewiſe, that 7hey who Confeſs Lake xii, 8. 55 
Chrift before men, ſhall be Confe ed and 


Owned by bim m before the Angels. of God. had c any 2 


thing may be added. to. this, ſuch Perſons ought to re- 
collect, that even at preſent the Applauſes and Prayers of 
all ſober and ſerious Men among us are on their Side; 
and indeed that the Cenſures of their moſt malicions 
Adverſaries are the trueſt Panegyricks on them, and the 
moſt certain Acknow|efgmants of the Goodneſs of theſe 4; 
Cauſe. : 

On this Occaſion therefore 1 think it my Thaw to 
Congratulate thoſe among us, that have the Courage to 


bear the Odin of a Virtuous duet in a 2 


mes. 


9 - 
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7 og us to hope, that notwitliſtanding the many 
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rate Age, to appear on the Lord's fide, | 


_ xxxü. 26. (s Moſes expreſſes it) and to Join the © 


Sons of Levi in ſupporting the Cauſe of 
Religion, upon their late good Succeſſes in this ſpiri- 
tual Warfare. It is no doubt a very pleaſing Re- 
flection at preſent, and will be an unſpeakable Con- 


ſolation in the laſt Moments of Life, of all good and 


active Magiſtrates;" that they have uſed. their Autho- 
rity in ſuppreſſing ſeveral lewd Houſes, and infamous 
Nurſeries of Debauchery ; or in contributing to clear 
the Streets of their greateſt Nuſances, the ſolliciting 
Night-walki ng Strumpets, thoſe ſhameleſs Scandals of 
their Sex and Country. And that thoſe abominable 
Wretches, that are guilty of the Unnatural Vice, have 
been frequent! y detected and brought to condign Ju- 
ſtice, is very much owing to the laudable Diligence 


8 the Societies for Reformation. It has been likewiſe ' 


an eminent Service to the Publick, that they have 
effectually reduced ſeveral notorious Gaming-Housss ; 


| thoſe Places of Reſort, that are equally prejudicial to 


the Spiritual and Temporal Fortunes of great Num- 


4 bers of Men. And that the Lok D*s-Day, which 


is the moſt powerful Inſtrument of keeping. up ſome 


Senſe of Religion in the World, has been of late ob- 
ſerved with greater Decency at leaſt than formerly in 
this City, : and indeed in remoter Places under the Influence 


of its Example, Our grateful Acknowledgments are 
due to the Members of the Reforming Societies, and 


eſpecially to the Magiſtrates among them, for their 


_ zealous Execution of thoſe Penal Laws, that have been 


ſo juſtly enacted, for reinforcing the Reverence that 


| peculiarly belon gs to that Diſtinguiſhed Day. 


Indeed there is nothing that can more reaſonably 


nor- 
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horrible Provocations of the Divine Ma jelty, by. the 
Sins that have been already ſpecified, and likewiſe by a 
Multitude of others here omitted, God will not. give 
us up in a Judicial manner to the Rage of our im- 


placable Enemies, than the Conſideration of the many. 


good Deſigns that are now Sarin on in this City 
and Nation, by great Numbers of \ Perſons of al 
Ranks and Orders among us. The Deſign of the 
Society for Promoting Chriſtian K nowledge, by the free. 
Diſtribution of good Practical Books to the poorer fort 
of People thronghout the Kingdom, deſerves here to be 
mentioned with Honour, as having an immediate Con- 
nexion with the Societies for Reformation of Manners. 
To which, as more eſpecially converſant about Adult 
| Perſons, we may properly ſubjoin the moſt uſeful Inſti- 
tution of Charity-Schools, for forming the Minds of the 
riſing Generation to a true ſenſe of Religion ; which 
have been ſo happily ſpread both chroughout this City 
and Nation. And to what is done in this City ought 
to be added the generous Deſign of erecting ſeveral New 
Churches, whereever they are wanting, either in it, or 
round about it. And ſurely We ſhould recolle& with 
Joy the gradual Augmentation of the many Poor Liv- 
ings in this Kingdom, both by the Royal and Private 
Bounty; as likewiſe the reſtoring Impropriations, for the 
better and more becoming Maintenance of the Miniſters 
of God, by no ſmall Number of pious and publick- 
ſpirited Benefa&ors: to which the Support of their 
Widows and Children, by a Corporation erected on that 
account, is a moſt Charitable Appendix. And after this 
advantageous View at Home, we may juſtly turn our 
Thoughts to the excellent Schemes that are proſecuted 
for Propagating the Goſpel Abroad, both by the Cor- 
poration for that end that euch its Views to the re- 
L | e moteſt 
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1 mib, and Tikewiſe by the New Attempt to 
preſerve and cultivate the Chriltian Religion in thoſe 


 Eiaftern Parts, from which we our ſelves received it ſo 
very Early, by a Noble Preſent of the New Teftament 
to the poor Remains of diſtreſſed Chriſtians there in their 
Own Language. A Defign truly Apoſtolical, and which 
cannot but fill our Hearts with a ſenſible Pleaſure, when 


we refle& thar this is a Work that very much reſembles 


the Benefaction of the Chriſtians of Macedonia and 


Acbaia, in the firſt and better times, who are recorded 


in Scripture for making a generous Con- 


Rom. xv. 16. tribution for the poor Saints that were at 

| Feruſalen. When therefore we thus Ba- 
lance our Moral National Accounts with Heaven, we 
cannot bur entertain ſome Hopes that God, who would 
have ſpared Sodom it ſelf, if ten righteous Perſons had 
been found in it, will in the midſt of all our Provoca- 
tions remember Mercy, and for the Sake of theſe truly 
Chriſtian Schemes, and of thoſe faithful Servants of 
his that are labouring to Reform a wicked Age, by 
their Authority and their own bright Examples; we 


cannot, I ſay, but flatter our ſelves, that he will not 


give up our Religious and Civil Liberties a Sacrifice to 


the Reſentments and Bigottry of our Romiſh Adverſaries, 


and of thoſe that favour their Pretenſions ; who ſeem to 
be meditating, in an uncommon manner, the Subverſion 
of the Reformed Religion and all that is dear and 
valuable to us. 

And as theſe excellent Deſigns, by which we are la- 


bouring to Convert, Reform, and Support others, give 
us ſome Comfortable Thoughts of our being {till under the 
Protection of that good God, who has in many critical 
Junctures vouchſafed us ſuitable Deliverances; ſo I be- 


Teh you, my Brethren, to ſuffer « a Word of 3 85 ortation, 
to 
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to | perſovery with a prudent Zeal in your pious and uſeful 
Undertakings. Survey your 'Triumphs over the Impu- 
dence of publick Vice with a conſcious Satisfaction; but 
purſue with freſh Vigour thoſe mortal Enemies of the 
publick Intereſt chat 1 rally again, and give them a total 
Defeat. Particularly at this Criſis both of the Political 
and Moral World, it is earneſtly deſir'd by the true 
Friends of both, that you will keep a watchful Eye on the 

Clubs, newly erected near the very Heart of this City, that 
are ſaid to be formed for promoting Infidelity, the Ridi- 
cule of the Scriptures, and Blaſphemy it ſelf. It is ne- 
ceſſary then that theſe Seminaries of Profaneneſs and Vice 
ſhould be ſtifled in their very Infancy, that the Wrath 
of God may not break out upon us for ſuch horrid Im- 
pieties, and he may not ſuffer his whole Diſpleaſi ure t0 
ariſe. And to animate you the more to aſpire after grea- 
ter Meaſures of Perfection in the Reformation of the Age, 
you ought to recolle& on this Occaſion, that your Ad- 
verſaries are ſuch as either live and die like he Beaſts 
that periſh, or that deſire to do fo upon wicked but 
weak Principles. Now theſe are ſuch mean and narrow 
Views, that all that underſtand the Nature of true Re- 
ligion, and at the ſame time conſult their own Intereſt as 
well as that of the Publick, cannot but deſpiſe the Pro- 
moters of them as a wretchedly Injudicious fort of per- 
ſons, that ſink their Happineſs below the Dignity of 
human Nature, think themſelves unworthy of ever- 
laſting Life, and madly reje& a Saviour, whom of all 
Men living they moſt ſtand in need of. Whereas the 

genuine Principles of Virtue and Chriſtianity, give noble 
Thoughts and exalted Views to the ſincere Profeſſors of 
them, that render them hap py in themſelves, and eminent 
Ne to the Publick. But above all, they gratify 


the higheſt Ambition our Nature is capable of by the 
5% = well 
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well- grounded Hopes of a glorious Immortality. You 
therefore that have raiſed your Thoughts above the low 
and trifling Pleaſures of the Animal Life to the Purſuit of 
theſe great Schemes, can be in nothing terrified by Jour 
Adverſaries; thoſe Scoffers that walk after their own 
Luſts; and whilft they promiſe Liberty, are themſelves the 
Servants of Corruption : for whom (beſides the miſerable 
but precarious Hopes of Annihilation) there remainet 
nothing but a fearful looking for of Fudgment and fiery 
Tadignation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries, that is, 
of God and Religion. In the mean time may God ariſe, 
and let his Enemies be ſcatter'd ; and may he defend his 
own Cauſe againſt the fooliſh Man that blaſphemeth hin 
daily. And as you have the Honour to be Fellow- 
Workers with God, and to be the Inſtruments of his Pro- 
vidence in doing much Good, may he crown your future 
' Labours with Succeſs, in defeating the wild Deſigns of 
the Ungodly that are in this Land, and rooting out all 
wicked Doers from this City of the Cord!“ And whilſt 
you thus ſtand up and execute Fudgment like Phinehas, 
may the Plague and every other Judgment of Heaven be 
prevented, or /ayed in its deſtructive Progreſs ! And as 
his Zeal was counted unto him for Righteouſneſs unto all 
Generations ; ſo may you, after you have faithfully and 
_ wiſely ſerved your Generation, according to the Will of 
God, and the Stations aſſign'd you by his Providence, be 
__ diſtinguithed not merely by the Praiſes of mortal Men, but 
be finally Rewarded as good Servants by your great 
Maſter! May you hereafter ſine, with the Glory of 
your Benefactions to the Publick, as the Brightneſs o 


the Firmament; and by. turning many to Righteouſneſs, 


as the Stars 7 ever and ever ! 


Which may God grant for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, & Fe 
F 1 5 N £7 | 5. 


he Thier ae, Thin. 
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Cities of London and PR | 


And Places adjacent, 


By the Societies for Promoting 
a Refor mation of Manners 3 | 
By Furthering the Execution of the Laws - | 


againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, and 
| by other Chriſtian Methods. - 


for the more effe&ual carrying on a Work of 

= WEI this Nature, need not be farther proved, after 
what has been ſaid with ſo much Advantage | 

upon that Subje& in the Annual Reformation Sermons ; 1 

as alſo by the Excellent Author of the Mole Duty of | 


1 8 who, f in his Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the Decay of 
E 2 C Chroftias 


* * 
— 
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Chrifian Piety, hath this remarkable Paſlage ; The 
Scandal, ſaith he, brought upon Religion, as it was not 
contracted by the Irregularities of one or two Perſons, but 
y aſſociated and common Crimes; ſo neither will it be 
remoued by a few ſingle and private Reformations. There 
nuſt be Combinations and publick Confederacies in Jir- 

tur, ts ballance and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will 
never recover that Honour which ſpe acquired of Fhe ge- 


neral Piety _ her F ors. 


THANKS be to Go Dp, many ſuch Combinations and 
publick Confederacies are now in Being, who make it 

a great Part of their Buſineſs to oppole aſſociated as _ 
as | 8 Offenders | 


Tas Societies He Reformation of Manners are emi- 
nently of that Number: And the. Uſefulneſs of ſuch 
Confederacics is viſible from what has been actually 
brought about by means of the ſaid Socictics, far beyond 
what could have been hoped for from any private Endea- 


ours. Multitudes, for more than Thirty Tears laſt paſt, 


have been proſecuted, and puniſhed according to Law, for 
lewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great Numbers of Bawdy- 
Houſes, and other diſorderly Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed 
and ſhut up, and the Streets very much purged from the 
_ wretched Tribe of Night-walking Proftitutes, and moſt 
deteftable Sodomites. Many young Men, taken with 
lewd Women, have, by their being brought to timely 
Shame and Puniſhment, been diſcouraged, and turned 
(as we have Reaſon to hope) from following ſuch ſinful 
Courſes, which often cauſe them to defraud their Parents, | 
Maſters, Sc. and bring themſelves toutter Ruin. More- 
over, many Thouſands of good Books have been diſperſed 


by theſe Societies throughout the Kingdom, and put intq 
| the 
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the Hands of lewd and profane Perſons, to awaken them 
to a Senſe of their Sins. By theſe various Methods, many 
Perſons have, by the Bleſſing of G oÞ, been brought to 
a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; and tho? they have at 
| firſt been exaſperated againſt the Inſtruments of awaken- 
ing them out of their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping 
them in their. ſinful Courſes; yet have they afterwards 
bleſſed God for their Recovery, and been heartily 
_ thankful to thoſe, who have been ſerviceable to them 
therein. | 


Tuts Undertaking, begun by a very few Perſons, 
has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only in Great Britain, but 
in Foreign Parts. And the great Good which, by Gop's _ 
Bleſſing, has been done by the ſaid Societies, has very 
much animated their Endeavours. They have likewiſe 
been encouraged by ſeveral Royal Proclamations, Or- 
ders of Seſſions, Preſentments of Grand- Juries in many 
Counties in England; by the Lord-Mayors and Court 
of Aldermen of the City of London; by many Sermons 
of the Right Reverend the Biſhops, and other eminent 
Divines, preached to the Societies, and publiſhed through- - 
out the Kingdom; and by the Writings of other learn-- 
ed Men; as alſo by the ſolemn Approbation of a con- 
ſiderable Number of Lords Spiritual and 'Temporal, and 
the Honourable Judges of England and Ireland, and the 
| Commiſſioners of ſeveral Proteſtant Churches. 


Tr alt be confeſſed, 'That Profancnch and Dcbau- 


chery do very much abound, for Want of a more ge- 


neral and hearty Concurrence in this Work of Perſons of 
all Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to the Greatneſs 
of the e 5 


Tas 


1 een 
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Tux ſaid Societies have proſecuted, and been aſſiſt- 
ing in Proſecuting, from the Fir/t of December 1726, 
to the Hrſt of December 1727, divers Sorts of Of-nders ; 
vi. For Lewd and diſorderly Practices, Common Gaming 
Houſes, and other Diforderly Houſes, Common Gainefters, 
Profane Swearing and Curſing, Exerciſing their Trades 
or Ordinary Callings on the ts Ts and for 


In all —.— 1363. 


Tux Total ber of 8596 proſecuted by the So- 
cieties, in or near London onl y, for Debauchery and Pro- 
pbaneneſs, for 36 Years laſt pal, are calculated at a- 


bout 943 22. 


T H E ſaid Societies have alſo been aſſiſtant in bilnging 
to Puniſhment ſeveral Sodomitical Houſes, as well as 
divers Perſons for Sodomy, and Sodomitical Practices, who 


naue been proſecuted by the 1 and qt the Charge 


of the Government. 


Ir Impiety and Debauchery had gone on ſpreading 
and increaſing among us for the laſt Thirty Tears, at that 
prodigious rate as they did for many Years before, we had 
aſſuredly been one of the moſt profligate Narions i in the 
World, which muſt probably have reduced us to a very 
miſerable Condition long before now; but by the Bleſſing 
of Gop upon the various Endeavours of our Religious 
Societies of ſeveral Sorts, a great Check hath been given 
to the Prevalency of the moſt ſcandalous Vices, and in 
many Inſtances, a viſible en has enſu ed. 


T HOS x therefore that have a jult Zeal for the Honour 
of Gop and . ; who deſire to prevent the ſpread- 
| ing 


151 


ing of the Leproſy of Sin; who are un willing to hare 
their Children, and other Relations, or their Friends and 
Servants, corrupted by ill Examples and wicked Allure- 
ments: hoſe that ſincerely wiſh well to thoſe excellent 
and hopeful Nurſeries of Piety and good Manners the 
CHarrTy-Scnoors ; and would be heartily grieved to ſee 
the Chriſtian Inftru&tion and pious Education that Chil- 


dten receive therein miſcarry, through prevailing open 


Temptations to Wickedneſs, and a general Contempt of 
Religion: "Thoſe, laſtly, who have any due Love to their 
Country, and would prevent a National Guilt, and there- 
by keep off National Judgments, cannot poſſibly, one 
would think, but heartily approve and aſſiſt this Uſeful 

Deſign for Suppreſſing Prophaneneſs and Immorality. 


Now, Whereas ſome have moſt maliciouſly inſinuated, 
That it is not Reformation which is intended, bur 
the getting of Money from the Delinquents ; and by 
ſuch baſe and vile Reports have impoſed on ſome very 
well-meaning People: It is hereby declared to the 
World, That ſuch a Charge upon theſe Societies is 
abſolutely falſe. It is allowed that there have been 
ſome baſe and wicked Perſons, (not engag d, or in 

the leaſt concerned in the Societies for Reformation 
of Manners) who have extorted Money from Offen- 

ders, and ſometimes from honeſt Men. But all ſuch 
Practices are utterly deteſted by theſe Societies, (who, 

it is well known, have ſtrictly enquired after ſuch 
Perſons, and when diſcovered, have brought them 
to Puniſhment) nor do they know or believe, that 
any engaged in theſe Societies are chargeable there- 
with. And to prevent, as much as is poſſible, all. 
Suſpicion of a mercenary Deſign or Principle in 
any Bn. act in the Buſineſs of Re formation, the 
GENTLEMEN 
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RY GrenTLBMEN concerned have all along recommended 
tit, and indeed inſiſted upon it with thoſe of the So- 
1 cicties, who have given Informations againſt Vice or 
Prophaneneſs, that they ſhould never receiye that 
Part of the Penalty which the Law allows the Infor- 
mer; and it has not come to their Knowledge, that 
any one Perſon of thoſe Societies hath acted otherwiſe, 
However, if at any time hereafter it ſhonld happen, 
that any Perſon or Perſons, concerned in any of the 
Societies for promoting a Reformation of Manners, 
ſhould be chargeable with any of the evil Practices 
before-mentioned, or even with taking the Reward 
which the Law allows them, it is humbly requeſted 
of all that are heartily concerned for the Intereſt, of 
Religion, that they will give them Notice thereof. 


N. B. The Perſons concerned in theſe Societies, confine their 
Proſecutions to the Offences mentioned in this Account, 


AND for the further Preventing any Objections from 
: thoſe who are too much diſpoſed to raiſe them, againſt this 
. neceſſary Work; that there is more Regard had to the Pu- 
= niſhment, than to the Converſion of prophane and vicious 
i Peerſons; it may not be improper to acquaint the World; 
That in Con junction with the the other pious and proper 
Methods. of Inſtruction, Admonition, and Reproof, which 

are uſed by the Societies, to awaken Men to a Senſe of their 

Sins, and Concern for their Souls, the Number of large 

Books, and leſſer Diſcourſes, that have been wrote by ſome 

of their own Members, or which they have procured to 

be wrote and publiſhed by others, and have given away at 

their own Charge, in this and other Kingdoms, for the Fur- 

thering of the n of this, and other Nations, and 

the particular Converſion of ſuch Offenders as they have 
brought to Puniſhment for their crying Enormities, are 

- calculated at above Four Hundred and Fifteen Thouſand. 


The Number of Books given ?_ „ 
away by the Societies E 415, 000 
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